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Geese

My math teacher Epstein

liked to call me to the blackboard.

He said that my head was good only for hats,
and that a bird with brains like mine

would fly backwards.

He sent me to tend the geese.

Now, at a distance of years from his sentence,
when I sit under the palm tree
with my three beautiful geese,

I think that math teacher of mine was farsighted.

He was right,

because nothing makes me happier
than to watch them now

falling upon bread crumbs,

joyful tails wagging,

or freezing for a moment

under beads of water

when I spray them

with a hose,

holding their heads erect,

bodies stretched back

as if remembering faraway lakes.

Since then my math teacher has died,
together with the math problems
I could never solve.

I like hats

and always at evening

when the birds return to the tree

I look for the one flying backwards.

Translated from the Hebrew by Lisa Katz
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Morning

I woke up fuzzy

I hadn't developed right

I should have been glossy, brilliant
But I came out matte.

Translated by Vivian Eden
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Cabin at the Forest Edge

Not every sleep

falls

not every evening
descends

and not every old age
creeps up,

some doze like peas

in their green pods

or sprawl peacefully
on marshmallow clouds.
Not every angel is
terrifying

not every apple

is poisoned

and not every look
penetrates,

some gather us up
from the way we lost
and illuminate a cabin
at the forest edge.

Translated by Joanna Chen
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